About Puppy Heart Murmurs
· Heart murmurs have been found to be common among Boxers. 
· It should be emphasized that these do not affect health in the great majority (95%) of dogs. 
· Typically, clinical signs of aortic stenosis first appear in the young adult although, rarely, puppies can be affected. 
· It should be stressed that minor "flow" murmurs are commonly found in young Boxer puppies, as in other breeds, but most disappear by about 20 weeks of age. Even if they persist there may be no cause for alarm if they are quiet. Such genuine "flow" murmurs are not associated with heart disease in the adult and are considered benign. 
· The incidence of Boxers with severe aortic structural issues is very low in relation to the numbers of dogs bred. 
· With the aid of veterinary cardiologists throughout the country, a system of grading murmurs based on simple stethoscope examination has been established. Murmurs found in boxers can be determined to be benign or structural by conducting an Echo by a board certified vet or cardiologist. It is recommended by the OFA this test be performed after one year of age, as the heart is still developing before maturity. The preponderance of murmurs in adult boxers are benign and a result of their narrow aortic valves. It is not uncommon that healthy adult boxers have a Grade 1/Grade 2 "flow" murmur. 
· Should a heart murmur, or any heart condition other than a genuine puppy "flow" murmur, be recognized in a Boxer, it should be referred to a cardiologist or clinic where an Echo can be preformed. Again, tests performed before a year can be premature and change when the pup matures.
· Dependent upon the findings, should the murmur be structural, the condition may be treatable. 
· If a puppy "flow" murmur is loud and persists, the vet in charge may recommend that further advice be sought from a cardiologist. 

Appended from article posted on internet site: www.rumorsofluvboxers.com/heartmurmurinboxerpuppy.html 
 
